100 year event brings national attention to Ayer 
North Middlesex Savings Bank opens time capsule 


by C. David Gordon 
CHIEF CORRESPONDENT 


AYER - Festivities start tomorrow, 
May 7, at North Middlesex Savings 
Bank surrounding the bringing to light 
of something of the town’s rich past as 
bank and town officials open the 100- 
year-old time capsule from the Bank 
Building's comerstone. 

Under the watchful eye of CBS's 
national television show Good Morn- 
ing, America, they will be assisted by 
School children and representatives of 
the clergy, the town’s Masonic organi- 
zations and the American Legion. 

Residents and interested people may 
View proceedings in three short seg- 
ments over Channel 5 during the actual 
opening event, from about 7:30 to 9 
a.m. The town’s cable television com- 
pany, Cablevision, will also record for 
replay the entire opening ceremonies, 
for transmission over the community 
events channel. 

Central to the events taking place 
May 7 will of course be the pulling out 
of various items found in the time cap- 
Sule for first viewing. It is only then 
that the condition of each item can be 
checked and archival document holders 
ordered in which to slip each item for 
preservation. 


\ 


I 
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The Time Capsule Committee has 
tentatively set Friday, May 15, as the 
date for a reception for members of 
historical societies from surrounding 
towns to come to view the contents of 
the time capsule, by that time placed on 
display. 

Plans at present call for the opening 
of the display to the public on Satur- 
day, May 16. 

The display will continue to be open 
for view at North Middlesex Savings 
Bank for about a month during regular 
hours of business. 


Following the bank’s celebration of 
the opening of the time capsule from 
the Bank Building, the bank plans to 
turn all the items over to the town. 
Then it becomes town’s decision as to 
where to best keep and display these 
items for posterity. 

As part of the festivities, the Time 
Capsule Committee has made copies of 
a selection of the photographs which 
William A. Wright, Ayer resident, took 
around the time of the dedication and 
comerstone laying of the Bank Build- 
ing. Original photographs are part of 
the collection at Fruitlands Museums. 
Wright reportedly displayed his photos 
in talks he gave before various town 
organizations, 


Join us as we look back 100 years 
The Public Spirit was there in 1898 


la Reprint from May 7, 1898 


Tuk LAYING of the corner stone of the 
new bank building will take place under 
the auspices of the grand lodge of Masons, 
Saturday afternoon at two o’clock, with 
appropriate ceremony. The following is 
a list of the articles deposited under the 
corner stone: 

Constitution 
lodge. 

Organization of the St. Paul and Caleb Butler 
lodges, F. and A. M., 1898. 

Organization of Robert Burns lodge, 1.0.0. F., 
and Daughters of Rebekah 

Centeinial souvenir of St. Paul lodge, F. A. M. 

By-laws and organization of the Caleb Butler 
lodge, F. A. M., to 1885. 

Photographs of E. Dana Bancroft, St. Paul 
lodge, and Henry A. Brown, Caleb Butler lodge. 

Organizations of the North Middlesex Savings 
bank and First National bank of Ayer, 1898. 

History of Ayer by Geo. J. Burns, and names 
and locatious of business enterprises and business 
firms. 

Photographs of the business portion of Main 
St. taken by Wm. A. Wright. 

Town of Ayer report, 1898. 

History and finding list of Ayer town library. 

Ayer fire department. 

Organizations of the Baptist, Unitarian, Cath- 
olic, Congregational, Methodist and Episcopal 
churches. 


and proceedings of the grand 


Organization vf District Court of Northern 


Middlesex. 

Organizations of Geo. S. Boutwell Post 48, «G. 
A. R., Woman’s Relief Corps No. 49, Irish Benev- 
olent Society, Hibernian a. 0. Div. No. 7, Emer- 
son Council No. 689 Royal Arcanum, Current 
Events Club, Knights of Honor, Golden Cross, 


Court Ayer No, 48 Foresters of America. 

Time tables of the Fitchburg and B. and M. 
railroads, time table of the post office, weather 
report for May 7, Turner’s Public Spirit, daily 
papers, picture ot Commodore Dewey. 

The ceremony is public and it is hoped 
that a larve number will be present as the 
service is very interesting and impressive. 

The foundation of the new savings bank 
is all in and the building will now be push- 
ed rapidly to completion. It to be a 
substantial brick structure with sandstone 
trimmings, three stories in height, and will 
be a great addition to the street. The of- 
ficers of the savings bank are to be con- 
gratulated on having secured this location 
with the excellent facilities it offers for 
business. 

The bank is in good condition having 
paid four percent since its organization in 
1885 and laid up a surplus sufficient for 
the erection of the new building. 


is 


Reprint from May 14, 1898 


THE LAYING of the corner stone of the Dr. B. H. Hartwell, president of the Ayer and there was a large number present to 
bank block took place last Saturday after- savings bank, and Henry A. Brown, past- witness the imposing ceremonies. 
noon. The officers and members of Caleb master of Caleb Butler lodge, and the 


The building will have a frontage of six- 


Butler and St. Paul lodges marched from stone that covered the box was lowered in ty feet, a depth of eighty feet, and will 
masonic hall, with the officers of the grand its place. An address was then delivered be three stories high, with flat roof, and 
lodge, to the place where the exercises by the deputy grand master, and the exer- built of pressed brick with sandstone trim- 
took place. frayer was offered by the cises were closed with benediction by the mings. It will be fitted up with all the 
chaplain of the grand lodge, and the list of grand chaplain. modern conveniences, and the third story 
articles deposited in the box were read b will be occupied by Caleb Butler and St. 
the grand treasurer, which was followed The committee of arrangements con- Paul lodges of freemasons; in the second 


by the laying of the corner stone. sisted of A. A. Fillebrown, Dr. B. H. Hart- story mainly by the district court and law 


well, Dr. Wm. N. Cowles, P. A, Carlton, offices; the first floor by the national and 
The cement was placed about the box, L,, J. Spaulding, Reuben Parker, 1dg 3 savings banks, and a ir des Spee 


containing the list of articles we published Bigelow, of Caleb Butler lodge; H. W. The buildinc. itis ex ; 

last week, with some additions, by deputy Eldredge, G. A. Wilder, David Cram, pleted by ae set aneeealiae 
grand master, Albert L. Harwood, assisted Chas. F. Josselyn, and Geo. J. Burns, of architect is Chas. H Dodge, whose resi 
Bipadce Wallace, of the Ayer district St. Paul lodge denéesis ilGroton, with business offiees an 
court and president of Ayer national bank, Everything passed off very satisfactorily Boston. ’ S s ces in 


i tt SS 
Back left to right, Cindi Lavine, Jean Henry and Brenda Jones. 
Front left to right, Anne Drapeau and Mary Anne Lucht, Library Director 


Libraries Are More Than You Think 


Don Chapman - Owner 


NUKAR 


AUTO SALES 


7 Park Street 
Ayer, MA. 


772-2912 


45 years of experience in automotive sales 


AYER LIBRARY 


1894-1998 
26 East Main St., Ayer, MA 
772-8250 
FAX: 772-8251 


McDonald's 


STOP BY TODAY 


UNLOCK EVERYDAY VALUES 
* 2 SANDY POND ROAD + 
AYER 


* BEST SELLERS 
* VIDEOS 
* COMPACT DISCS 
* LARGE PRINT PAPERBACKS 
*“HOW TO” INSTRUCTIONS 
* LOCAL HISTORY 
* PUBLIC SPIRIT + PHOTOCOPIES 
on Microfiche from 1869-present » WORD PROCESSORS 
* FAX * INTERNET ACCESS 


* CW/MARS 
* AnD Mucu More * 
A Century Of Service To The Community 


* MAGAZINES 

* BOOKS ON TAPE 

* RESUME BOOKS 

* COLLEGE INFORMATION 

* CHILDREN’S STORY HOURS 
* FREE MUSEUM PASSES 


*302 NORTH MAIN STREET + 
* 247 MILL STREET + 
(NEXT TO SEARSTOWN MALL) 


* 100 COMMERCIAL ROAD + 
(INSIDE THE SEARSTOWN MALL) 


334 JOHN FITCH HIGHWAY 
* 114 WHALON STREET + 
(ADJACENT TO TWIN CITY MALL) 
+550 KIMBALL STREET + 
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The PUBLIC SPIRIT 


Serving the towns of Ayer, Lunenburg and Littleton since 1869 


Special Commemorative Edition Celebrating 
The 100th Anniversary of the 
North Middlesex Savings Bank Building in Ayer 


May 6, 1998 


Published every Wednesday by Nashoba Publications, Inc., 69 Fitchburg 
Road, Ayer, Massachusetts 01432. Copyright © 1998 by the Times Free 
Press and the Public Spirit. All rights reserved. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced without the express permission of the publishers. 
Second class postage paid at Ayer, Massachusetts 01432. USPS 
Publications Number 449-520. POSTMASTER: Please send address 
changes to Nashoba Publications P.O. Box 362, Ayer, MA 01432. 


Ready to cut the seal...The employees of North Middlesex Savings Bank in Ayer stand outside the Main Street 


NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS office in anticipation of the opening of the 100- year -old time capsule discovered when the bank was renovated 
last year. In the photo are Tina Boucher, Susan Brodeur, Tammy Cole, Jeanne Coutu, Brenda Deitzel, Angela 

The publisher shall not be liable for failure to publish an advertisement or Drew, Peter Fletcher, Mike Haapanen, Tammala Haynes, Vicki Jaarsma, Brandi Mains, Mary Markham-Sama, 
for typographical errors in ads, but will reprint that portion of the ad Pauline Maroni, Bill Marshall, Andrea Mitchell, Diane Murray, Louise Naylor, Wayne Nelson, Cindy Newland, 


Tony O'Neil, Nancy Partridge, Allison Pender, Lauri Poutry, Gerry Quigley, Nancy Richardson, Sandy Roy, 
Steve Sugar, Maryse Tate, Nancy Tate, Brooke Thorpe, and Debora Woollacott. (Love photo) 


Special issue of The Public Spirit 
commemorates opening of 
100-year time capsule at NMSB 


This is a very special commemorative issue of The Public Spirit. Together with the 
town of Ayer we congratulate the North Middlesex Savings Bank on 100 years in their current 
building. As the bank celebrates with the opening of the century-old time capsule, the town 
will be on hand, along with the crew from “Good Morning America” and the Public Spirit to 
celebrate and chronicle the event. 

In this special edition, we take a look at some of the historical times in which NMSB 
has served the town and the area. We have also included some photos of the town and the 
bank from different eras of history. We are also including some news which was originally 
carried in the Public Spirit in the weeks of May 7 and 14, 1898, the same weeks in which the 
time capsule was laid in the comerstone of the bank building. 

Just as the bank building has recently undergone renovations, the Public Spirit ! 
continues to grow and change and hope to keep covering news of the NMSB over the next 100 

Production Ann O’Donnell years. 
ES a eee. Sa “ee ee eee | Congratulations to President Bill Marshall, the trustees of the bank and all the 
employees. We look forward to the next celebration when the second time capsule is sealed 
for another generation to open. 


wherein the error occurred, if notified within three working days of the 
publication date 


Telephone numbers: (978) 772-0777 * (978) 433-8681 « 1-800-445-56 
FAX (978) 772-4012 


PUBLISHERS Frank J. and Gertrude L. Hartnett 
PRESIDENT/EDITOR Frank J. Hartnett, Jr. | 
ASSISTANT TO PUBLISHER Michael L. Hartnett | 
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING Catherine H. Walmsley | 
MAILROOM OPERATIONS MANAGER .... James Walmsley 

| 
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STAFF 


Managing Editor Curtis Lovelace 


Staff Photographers John Love, Paul Dillberg 
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( ACT 


Ceeiane the 
North Middlesex 
Savings Bank in its 
celebration of the 


banks 100th 
Anniversary marked 


by the opening of the 
100 year old time 
capsule which has 
been stored in the 
banks corner stone 
since May 7, 1898 


Front left to right, Nancy Washington, Helen Bresnahan, John Bresnahan, Helen Shepard, Bette Cichy 
Back row, Marge Ryder, Marypaula Bresnahan, Henry Kulik, Lynne Mellor, Alison Fellows. 


Q'7® 
Harvard Professional Building O -//2- 0) 066 | 


P.O. Box 354, Route 110, Ayer Road gr 
ee Massachusetts 01451 a ese pt ia ax 9/5- 17 2- 3462 | 
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“We're With You All The Way!” 


Woj- JoJo 


In recognition of outstanding achievement in 
customer satisfaction, dealer to customer 
standards and owner loyalty. This is the 
single highest honor Ford Motor Company can 
bestow on a Ford or Lincoln Mercury dealer. 


SALES ¢ SERVICE RENTALS e PARTS ¢ LEASING * BODY SHOP 


SE 
4 Junctions of Routes 110 & 2A 
51 Littleton Road, Routes 110 & 2A + AYER The Traffic Circle « mes ee 
e : «734-46 
HOURS: M-Th. 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fri. till 6:30 p.m.; Sat. til 4 P.M. HOURS: M - Th. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fri. till 6:30 p.m.; Sat. till 4 p.m. 


e 6 6 6 66 6 6 6 0 660060006006 6 6 6060606000066 0008 
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NMSB showcases renovated interior of historic building 


Local dignitaries, friends 
and neighbors came out 
to view the renewed 
interior of the historic 
NMSSB building and all 
seemed to be pleased 
with the outcome. 


Dutch Colonial 
SOLD $149,000 SOLD $415, 000 


HARVARD 


3 Elm Street, Center 
, Townsend, MA 


G2) rhe ea i me 978-597-8884 
ie i ig iM } Realtor Laura Shifrin, 
o, - 


|, 1-888-597-8884 
Natural Office Assistant Lucille 


Market af i . f Forest, Realtors John 


Scotts Glen Condo New Construction 
SOLD $86,000 SOLD $489,900 


a a a 
HARVARD &%&, STEN 
(Gn) YOUR HOMETOWN BROKER EN 


FOR OVER 35 YEARS 
Ayer Harvard 


‘ie Sampson and Danielle 
: = wy McAuliffe. 
Left to right, Joan Reardon, Chris Eaton and Mark Reardon 


moe? | «aR 
148 Main St. « Groton, MA * 978-448-5075 y F te] 


Monday-Saturday 9-6 * Thursday oes http://ma.living.net/realtor/10152811 
Wuote Foops * Heres * Vitamins * Booy Care * ORGANIC PRODUCE e-mail: ter_laurie@net1plus.com 


MAY 6, 1998 


PUBLIC SPIRIT SPECIAL EDITION * NMSB TIME CAPSULE EDITION 


PAGE 5 


Savings bank building one of twelve listed National Register of historic places 


Through the efforts of the Ayer 
Historic Commission, the “Historic 
Downtown Mercantile District” has 
become a reality. 

Twelve buildings along both 
sides of Main Street are now listed 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The character of Ayer's 
historic district reflects a unique 
sense of the town’s connection to 
both the 19th-century railroad and 
the 20th-century main street in 
three aspects: 

First, there is a high concentra- 
tion of multi-story brick commer- 
cial structures along Main Street. 

Second, the construction of these 
buildings following the devastating 
fire in April 1872 which destroyed 
the entire downtown area, reflects a 
variety of architectural styles in, 
cluding High Victorian Gothic, 
Neo-classical, Italianate and Sec- 
ond Empire. And third, despite a 
decline in railroad transport activ- 
ity, the district continued to grow 
during the early and mid 20th cen- 
tury. 

From east to west on the north 
side of Main Street: 


The Ayer Town Hall. 
This building was constructec 


between 1872 and 1876 with trust 
funds donated to the town by Dr. 
James Cook Ayer of Lowell, a 
wealthy patent 
medicines, for whom the town was 
named, The Town Hall is a tall, 
imposing. three-story brick structure 
richly detailed in High Victorian 
Gothic style pitched 
roof is topped by an iron-crested 


manufacturer of 


Its steeply 


tower, and its other features include 
richly detailed window hoods, brick 
and granite buttresses, marble and 
brick relief, a line of decorative 
tiles near the eaves , and an elabo 
rate wooden porch sheltering its 
entrance 

The Town Hall has served a va 
riety of functions, as described by 
Ayer historian Ralph H. Richard- 
son, Beyond the up-and-down 
steps was one fairly large room 
called lower town hall, used for 
small public meetings, suppers in 
connection with eVents in the big 
hall upstairs, a sewing school of the 
Ayer Women's Club. 
station was In a room in the west 


The police 


rear of the building. The remainder 
of the first floor was occupied by 
the fire department’s two meeting 
rooms. The hook and ladder appa- 


ratus was housed in the present po- 
A tall wooden 


tower with a steeple roof at the 


lice station garage. 


floor and W. Wright & Sons furni- 


ture store and undertaking estab- 
lishment on the second floor. The 


north end of the building was used 


to hang hoses to dry 


with its own librarian 


«ings Banks 
s aaesex SaViNe' le 0 
ac ys Bank. Middles@ » examp' 
merase SO™INE ce the aise street's OMY” First floor 
North ted 898 t0 hor his capita en was the last 
spnstruc rd in 3 is wa 7h 
ae estab ki a “ ; pird fl AP period (l on 
which al arch »cond a 7 se was 
Tasste the sé e rec thous sa 
Neo ce a gt the post fi whil co masonic ting 
and De abe puilt used the ba "1 floor was 4 ; 
struct! "The first fe r, and the th follov ing eo 
98). pcond flo? it, the pric 
pee on thes go and since hs a ree ornice 
ted in = ate and We mer 
pall. a by Sire constructed vets ¢ dor 
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4 e sty “ wi 
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trHctHre i te-shinge” ments 
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for the Ayer Military Band 

#9 Main Street, Mead’s Block. 
Built in 1872 by Oliver Mead of 
Acton, by 1879 it housed a general 
store and post office on the first 


The library 
was located here from 1882-1894, 
After 1899, 


the third floor was a rehearsal room 


ownership passed from Mead to the 
Sifakis family who continue to own 
the building today operating it as 


Tony's restaurant 
#15-17 Main Street 
The Felch-Carley Building 
Built in 1872 by Andrew ‘V 
Felch and Eli W. Carley, this is one 


Monuments to Ayer’s military history...This marker 


commemorates both Camp Stevens and the 53rd Regiment 


which served in the Civil War 


of three surviving wood structures 
on Main Street. 
comes from the fact that it repre- 
sents the style of architecture that 
dominated the downtown district 


Its significance 


before the fire of 1872. Originally 
covered with clapboard siding, it 


was re-sided with wood shingles in 


Continued on page 7. 


BOYS 
WillbeBoys 


And human ingenuity 
will never devise 
‘clothes which a mod- 
ern boy will not wear 
out in time, but our 


: Monitor” 
Suits 


will wear longer and 
cost less money than 
other makes. 

Everything for boys’ 
wear at prices low 
enough to be within 
reach of the most mod- 
est purse. 


Ee Doe) NE, 
Ayer, Mass. 
John Brigandi, 


Merchant 
Tailor, 


NASHUA, N. H. 


J.P. Routhier 
& Sons, Inc. 


Tire Recycling 
Nite Clean-ups 
Product Sales 


Introducing a major new concentration 
in shredded scrap tires as lightweight fill and mulch 
in Civil engineering applications. 


Special properties of tire shreds 


56 Main Street, 


In Ayer, Mondays, at Taylor House. 
In Pepperell, Tuesdays, at New Prescott. 


I keep a nice line of Cloths to select from of the 

latest manufacture. Suits artistically cut and 
‘made in a superior manner. Warranted to fit. 

Give me atrial and see how well I can please 

. Ladiea’ Garments cut and made in all the 


Tit ali Garin at ad - Lightweight - 40 to 60 pcf (1/3 to 1/2 of gravel) 
SPREE] NBS - Free draining - permeability greater than 1 cm/s (100x greater than gravel) 


Good thermal insulator (8x better than gravel) 

- Low pressure On walls (40 to 50% less than gravel) 
Compressible (100x more than gravel) 
Durable - they last forever 


Cook’s Flaked Rice for 
Breakfast, 
2 packages for 25c. 


Shinn’s Liquid Rennet 


Recommended by Leading Physicians. 


Environmentally beneficial use 


Frostlene, 


For Creams and Sherberts. 


The Nu-Broom, 


The Ladies’ Favorite. 


- Uses lots of tires - 75 tires per cubic yard of fill 
- No significant effect on groundwater quality 


Economically beneficial 


Rice’s Flower 


AND 


Garden Seeds, 
New and Fresh. 


- Tire shreds are the cheapest lightweight fill available 


Cunard and Dominion 
S.S. Lines Agency. 


J.P. Routhier & Sons has just completed an innovative proiec! supplying 


over 10,000 tons of tire shreds that were used as lig. tweight fill in 
embankments for a new exit on the Maine Turnpike. The job was in 
conjunction with the Maine D.E.P. and the Maine Turnpike Authority. This 
was the largest use to date of tire shreds as lightweight fill, and saved the 
state over one quarter of a mill ion dollars. 


J.P. Routhier & Sons, Inc. 


SCRAP TIRE RECYCLING * PRODUCT SALES » TRANSPORTATION 


256 Ayer Road, Littleton, Massachusetts + Telephone: 978-772-4251 + Fax: 978-772-5528 


P) Donlonice Co. 


Mead’s Block, Ayer, Mass. 


BIOS 


Your Bicycle Need Re- 
pairing ? 
It is time to get it done before the rush, 
in order to save delay. 
We have our Sample 
8 Wheel in. 


"Give us a call. They are Beauties. $40, 
850, $75, $85. Tandem $100. 


R. S. HENWOOD, 
MoGram's Book, Mauy Street, AYER, 


PAGE 6 PUBLIC SPIRIT SPECIAL EDITION * NMSB TIME CAPSULE EDITION MAY 6, 1998 


FUEL CORP. 


_ Builders, Buyers, Remodelers... 
We are offering the lowest prices of the year off of our regular installation prices. 


oBurnham Space-Gard TRANE SuperStor 


BOILERS HIGH EFFICIENCY AIR CLEANERS AIR CONDITIONERS HOT WATER HEATERS 


ee : Betas daca tl ee 5; 
New or for replacement All predictions are that pollen counts Super efficiency Guaranteed to lose only 12 
will be high this year and comfort of water temperature per hr. 


Call Now for a Free Quote!!! 


¢ Volume discounts ¢ Pre pay plans 
¢ Lowest prices in the area 


"BURNER SALES & SERVICE ers, 
: 978-433-21 46 HOT WateH HOME 


Meeting the energy 
needs for businesses 
throughout 

| New England... 


¢ Bulk delivery of fuel oils, 
diesel fuel and gasoline 


¢ Gas Station Aquisition 
e Gas Station Leasing 


1-800-654-2586 
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Ayer’s downtown is steeped in rich architectural history 


“Continued from page 5. 
1970; other alterations resulted in 
‘the removal of a second-story win- 
‘dow. 

#21-23 Main Street. 
~ Constructed in the 1920s to for 
the First National Store, this build- 
ing marks the second stage of 
“Ayer's growth. It has also been oc- 
éupied by a furniture and appliance 
store, and after 1978, a five-and-ten 
‘store. It is the only single-story 
Structure on the north side of Main 
Street and features brick facade 
with pre-cast concrete pilaster caps 
and roof edge. 


#25 Main Street 
The Spaulding Building 
Built in 1880 by Judge John 
Spaulding, judge of the First Dis- 
strict Court of North Middlesex, this 
ig Main Street's only example of 
Italianate styling. According to 
Burns’ History of Ayer, 1890, the 


sustaining the roof of Union Sta- 
tion were replaced ... and are now 
the roof supports of the upper story 
of Spaulding’s Block ...”” Its boldly 
decorated brick and wood cornice 
is accentuated with wood brackets, 
and the brick window hoods have 
marble details and keystones. A 
men's clothing store occupied the 
first floor; the district court hall was 
on the second floor; and the third 
floor was the meeting room for the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians. The 
building was purchased by George 
B. Turner in 1906, was owned for a 
time by Nicholas P, Laggis, and 
currently is used as a retail book 
store. 


Page’s Block 
The four-story building origi- 


nally constructed by Thomas and 


Alfred Page in 1870 contained an 
apothecary, jeweler, shoe store, and 
hair dressing saloon. The upper part 


was to have been used as a hotel 
but was never occupied. Re-built 
to occupy the entire block after the 
Great Fire of 1872, this three-story 
brick structure is Second Empire 
style. It provided street level store 
second floor accommoda- 
a public audi 


fronts, 
tions for offices and 
torium (later used as a movie thea 
ter), and third-floor lodges for the 
Masons and Odd Fellows. The first 
winter, it became clear that pedes 
trians were in need of shelter from 
snow and ice which fell from the 
slate covered roof, and a permanent 
sidewalk canopy was constructed in 
1873. The building's central loca 
tion in the historic district is crucial 


to the establishment of a sense of 


place 
#49 Main Street 
Nutting’s Block 


Originally a two-story frame 
building with a fish marketed in the 
basement, Mrs. Nutting’s millinery 


parlor on the first floor, with the 


Globe... The old Globe Hotel as it appeared in September, 1904 
Ayer, according to Alfred P. Richardson, from whose album the photo was borrowed. 


rest of the building used as the 


Nutting’s resident 


The present 


building, erected in 1872, is the 


only four-story building on Main 


This was also the momentous first day of trolley service in 


Continued on page JA 


iron pillars “that ... once assisted in 


If You Want 
The Best 


Send for Descriptive Price List of Straw- 
erry and Asparagus Roots to 


GarewWatts: 


Elmhurst Farm, 


Littleton Common, 
MASS. 


Agent fer’ Mapes’ Complete Manures for 
Shirley, Harvard, Groton and Littleton, 


Special Notice. 


Sereafter we shall make Our Best Brilliant Finish 


Cabinet Photos for $3 


Per Bakers Dozen of 13, formerly $3.50. 
Groups in Proportion. 


Carbonet Finish $3.50 


Formerly va 00 per doz. os usual quality of 
ork will be maintained. 


Sept. 16, 1897. 


TRAYED.—One Foxhound and one Dash- 

houpd, color black and tan, with white 
‘breast, both wearing collars with name on fox H. 
Reward for information. Grorcs A, HARRING- 
ton, West Groton. 2w32 


MULLIN BROTHERS, 


DEALERS IN 


Groceries, 
Crockery, Wronetful 


Hardware, = reine q | = 
: : | 1 Death 


Paints, Oils, 
Wills & 
Estates 


Real Estate 


LAW OFFICES OF 


ROBERT W. GARDNER, JR. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


Auto Accident 
Slip & Fall 


Commercial 
Litigation 


The Law Offices of 
Robert W. Gardner, Jr. 
can assist you in all areas of business. 


Robert W. Gardner, Jr. 


Cc. D. HOLMES. 


Defective 
Products 


eae ee ee 


“taba aay 


Chase & Sanborn’s 
Teas and Coffees, 


Orloff, Orange Pekoe, 
Koh-I-Noor, English 

Breakfast, and Sun- 
Cured Japan Teas, 


And their Famous 


Seal Brand Coffee 


In One and Two Pound Cans, 


CROCKER'S BEST HAXALL FLOUR 
Mullin Brothers, 
Stone’s Block, AYER, Mass. 
BEFORE BUYING YOUR 
Fertilizers, Land Plaster, 
Chemicals, Grass Seeds, 
Fodder Corns, Flour 
and Grains, 


Just step in and inquire prices. All of 

BRADLEY’S GOODS are off Two Dol- 

lars per ton this year. Analysis guaranteed. 
é can save you a dollar. 


F. F. Woodward & Co. 


AYER, MASS. 


You will Find 


AT THE STORE OF 


GEO. F. KINGSBURY, 


Page’s Block, 


Robert W. Gardner, Jr. Thomas A. Gibbons 


— Life long resident of Ayer 

— Appointed to the Board of Directors 
of Massachusetts Development & 
Finance Agency 


LICENSED TO 
PRACTICE IN 
MASSACHUSETTS, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE & 
CONNECTICUT 


(978)772-2284 * 800-287-2284 


E-mail us at attygard @rclink.net 
FAX (978)772-0226 


eorporanOnes 


Criminal | 


_ Insurance 
- Litigation 


AYER, MASS. 


A very Choice 


LINE OF 


Groceries, 
Glass 


Crockery 


42 WEST MAIN ST., P.O. BOX 372 AYER, MA 01432 
Ware. 
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R.LJEANNOTTE 


MAY 6, 1998 


BANK OPENING 


Left to right; Bill Marshall, Representative Robert Hargraves, Coleen Norstrom, 
Roy L. Jeannotte, President R.L. Jeannotte, Inc. Don Lonergan, Architect, Paul Bresnahan 


R.L. Jeannotte, Inc., General Building Contractors with headquarters in Shirley, congratulates the North Middlesex Savings Bank in its 
celebration of the bank’s 100th anniversary marked by the opening of the 100 year old time capsule which has been stored in the 
bank's cornerstone since May 7, 1898. 


R.L. Jeannotte, Inc. was commissioned by the North Middlesex Savings Bank in November, 
1996 to fully renovate the bank's interior to its present design and to add a connecting covered 
walkway at the exterior entrance. It was through the renovation process that one of R.L. 
Jeannotte’s construction supervisors uncovered the sealed time capsule. 


R.L. Jeannotte, Inc. has been in the General Building and Contracting business for 15 years as 
a family owned business with numerous new construction and renovation projects including, 
churches and buildings with historic importance, throughout eastern New England. 


Fowler Library 
Concord, MA 


ae ee ee oe ee a NOE 


St. Mary of the Hill 
Boylston, MA 


1000 Mt. Laurel Circle - P.O. Box 415, Shirley, Massachusetts 01464 
978-425-2333 


